THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
Lake Tzana and the Blue Nile. On its waters depend
the whole agricultural wealth of Egypt and the Sudan.
These lowlands see virtually no rain from one end of
the year to the other. Their crops live on the heavy
rainfall of the Abyssinian highlands.
* If an unfriendly power, occupying the sources of
the Nile, were by engineering works to divert it, or to
lessen the volume of its water, Egypt could be starved,
and the cotton plantations which British capitalists
have developed in the Sudan would soon be worthless.
One need not assume that Italy would do this; it
is awkward enough that she could. She would domi-
nate Egypt by this stranglehold.
When in September of 1935 it looked for a time as
though Britain was about to take the lead in prevent-
ing the Italian conquest of Abyssinia, a whole host of
foreign commentators, notably American, argued,
cynically it may be, but plausibly enough to this
general effect:
Now at last we shall see the League do something
and become a reality. For it is the obvious instrument
for Britain to employ in the protection of a plain
Imperial interest. She cannot afford to see a Mediter-
ranean Power straddle the canal, a veritable life-line of
empire, as on numberless occasions British Imperialists
have publicly declared. For Italy to establish herself
in Abyssinia, organise great black armies (as France
has done) so that Abyssinia can become a base for opera-
tions against the Soudan, Egypt and Palestine, is to
give away a key position, to render the command of the
Mediterranean of little effect*
If the reader cares to examine the American Press
of October and November of 1935 lie will find
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